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dinand during the visit which Berchtold paid to Konopischt
the day after Emperor William's interview with the Heir
to the Throne is not clear. At any rate it was decided that
it should be worked out in greater detail and laid before the
Berlin authorities as a memorandum for guidance of the
two allies in Balkan affairs*. Accordingly, an elaborate draft
to this effect was completed by June 24. Berchtold then
went over the draft, and gave it the final gentle form, which
he hoped would prove unobjectionable and persuasive to
the Berlin Foreign Office.12
Beginning with an analysis of the results of the Balkan
Wars, Berchtold pointed out the dangers to Germany and
Austria of the existing situation. "Turkey, which has a
natural community of interests with the Triple Alliance
and has formed a strong counter-weight against Russia
and the Balkan States, has been almost entirely driven out
of Europe and largely lost its position as a Great Power.
Serbia, whose policy for years has been hostile to Austria-
Hungary, and is now wholly under Russian influence, has
gained unexpectedly in population and territory. Her
proximity to Montenegro and the general spread of the
Greater Serbia idea makes imminent the possibility of her
further aggrandizement by a union with Montenegro.
Finally, the relations of Rumania with the Triple Alliance
have essentially altered during the crisis." Omitting for
obvious reasons all Austria's own. responsibilities for the
bad situation, Berchtold emphasized the dangerously ag-
gressive intrigues of Russia and France. "The idea of
liberating the Christian peoples of the Balkans from the
Turkish yoke in order to use them as a weapon against the
Triple Alliance has long been the political main-spring of
Russia's traditional interest in these peoples. Recently
[i.e., in 1912] this idea, which has been sympathetically
taken up in France, developed into a plan for uniting all
12 Printed in A.R.B;, I, 1; KD., 14; c/. Gooss, pp. 6-26.